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RULES OF NOMENCLATURE ADOPTED BY THE 

INTERNATIONAL ZOOLOGICAL CONGRESS 

HELD IN PARIS, FRANCE, 1889. 

Translated from, the French by Moritz Fischer. 

I. Nomenclature. 

1. The nomenclature adopted for organisms is a binary and 
binominal one. It is Latin or latinized. Each organism is 
distinguished by a generic name, followed by a specific name 
as : Corvus corax. 

2. In case varieties must be distinguished, the use of a third 
name is permitted, as : Corvus corax kamschaticus. 

3. Since it would be wrong to write Corvus kamschaticus the 
insertion of the word varietas or its abbreviation var. between 
the specific and the varietal name is not essential. 

4. When the word varietas is used, the name of the variety 
agrees with it as : Corvus corax var. kamschatica. If the word 
varietas is omitted, the varietal name agrees with the generic 
as : Corvus corax kamschaticus. 

II. Generic Names. 

5. Generic names should consist of one word, either simple 
or compound, but always written as one, whether Latin or 
latinized. 

6. Generic names may be derived from : 

(a) Greek nouns. These should have the correct Latin 
spelling as : Ancylus, Amphibola, Aplysia, Pompholyx, Physa, 
Cylichna. 

(b) Compound Greek words. In using these the adjective 
must be placed before the noun as: Stenogyra, Pleurobranchus, 
Tylodina, Cyclostoma, Sarcocystis, Pelodytes, Hydrophilus, Rhi- 
zobius. It is permissible to place the adjective after the noun 
as : Hippopotamus, Philydrus, Biorhiza. Names so formed are 
inelegant and should not be imitated. 
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(c) Latin nouns as Antilla, Auricula, Cassis, Conus, Dolium, 
Metula, Oliva. Adjectives (Prasina) and past participles 
(Productus) should be avoided. 

(d) Compound Latin words as: Stiliger, Dolabrifer, Semi- 
fusus. 

(e) Greek or Latin derivatives expressing diminution, com- 
parison, resemblance, possession, as: Lingularius, IAngulina, 
IAngulinopsis, Lingulella, Lingulepis, Lingulops, all derived from 
Lingula. 

(f ) Mythological or heroic names as : Osiris, Venus, Brisinga 
Velleda, Orimora. Such names, if not Latin, take a Latin 
termination as : Aegirus, Gondulia. 

(g) Names used by the ancients as: Cleopatra, Belisarius, 
Melania. 

(h) Modern patronymics. These take an ending to indicate 
dedication. 

Patronymics taken from Latin and Germanic tongues 
retain their original spelling including diacritic marks. 

Names terminating with a consonant take the ending ius, 
ia, .ium as: Selysius, Lamarckia, Kollikeria, Mulleria, Stalia, 
Kroyeria, Ivanezia. 

Names terminating with the vowels e, i, o, y, take the ending 
us, a, urn as : Blainvillea, Wyvillea, Cavolinia, Fativa, Bernaya, 
Quoya. 

Names terminating in a take the ending ia as : Danaia. 

Names ending in n or ean follow the preceding rule but take 
a euphonic t as : Payraudeantia. 

(i) Names of ships which take the same terminations as the 
mythological names ( Vega) or the modern patronymics as : 
Blakea, Hirondella, Challengeria. 

(j) Barbaric names taken from languages spoken by Unciv- 
ilized races as : Vanikoro. 

Such names must take a Latin ending as : Yetus. 

(k) Words formed by arbitrary combination of letters as : 
Fossarus, Neda, Claucidus. 

(1) Names formed by anagrams as: Vertusia, Linospa. 

7. With patronymics consisting of two words only one of 
these is used as: Selysius, Targionia, Moquinia, Edivardsia, 
Duthiersia. 
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8. In generic names formed from modern patronymics the 
particles are omitted, the articles are retained as : Selysius, 
Blainvillea, Lacazea, Lacepedea, JBenedenia, Chiajea. 

This rule does not apply to modern patronymics in which 
the particle has united with the noun as Dumerilia. 

9. The names specified in article 6, paragraphs f, g, h, and 
i, should not be used to form compound words. Generic names 
such as Eugrimmia, Buchiceras, Heromorpha, Mobiuspongia, are 
not elegant. 

10. Generic names already existing in botany should not be 
used ' in zoology and vice versa. A certain number of such 
names is now common to both kingdoms and does not cause 
serious inconvenience as : Balanus, Ifyrrha, Hagenia, Mirbelia. 



III. Specific Names. 

11. Specific names, whether nouns or adjectives should con- 
sist of one word only. It is, however, permissible to use com- 
pound modern patronymics or compound words indicating- 
comparison as : sanctse-catarinse, zan-mayeni, comu-pastoris, 
cor-anguinum, etc. In using compound names the two words 
must be united by a hyphen. 

12. Specific names can be divided into three classes : 

(a) Nouns and adjectives descriptive of a certain character- 
istic of a species (form, color, origin, habitat, use, habits, etc.) 
as cor, cordiformis, gigas, giganteus, ftuvi<yrum, fontinalis, edidis, 
piscivorus, flavipunctatus, albipennis. 

(b) Names of persons to whom a species is dedicated. These 
names must be put in the genitive. The genitive is always 
formed by the addition of i to the full name of the person to 
whom one dedicates as: cuvieri, linnei, cotteaui, muelleri, 
sebai, rissoi, pierrei. 

In case the name applied is a given name or a surname 
which has been used and declined in Latin it follows the rules 
of declension as : plinii, aristotelis, victoris, antonii, elisabethw, 
petri. 

(c) Names in apposition with generic names and consti- 
tuting a sort of prenomen as : leo, coret, hebe, napoleo, arctos, 
calcar. 
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13. A Latin adjective is best adapted for a specific name, it 
should be short, euphonic and of easy pronunciation. It is, 
however, permissible to use latinized Greek words or indecli- 
nable barbaric words as : hipposideros, echinococcus, zigzag. 

14. The specific name must never be a repetition of the 
generic name as : Trutta trutta. 

In case a varietal name is used it must never be a repetition 
of the specific name as : Amblystoma jeffersonianum jefferso- 
nianum. 

15. The prefixes sub and pseudo can be used with adjectives 
and nouns only, sub with Latin adjectives, pseudo with Greek 
nouns as : subterraneus, subviridis, pseudacanthus, pseudophis, 
pseudornys. 

These prefixes cannot be used with proper nouns. Words 
like sub-wilsoni, pseudo-grateloupana are barbarous. 

16. The termination eidos or its Latin form oides can be 
used only with Latin or Greek nouns. They cannot be used 
with proper nouns. 

17. If the specific name requires the use of a geographical 
name this must be put in the genitive, or its adjective form 
must be used if it was known to the Romans or latinized by 
the writers of the middle ages. Used as an adjective it must 
be written with a small letter as : antillarum, lybicus, segyptiacus, 
graccus, burdigalensis, iconensis, petrocoriensis, parisiensis. 

18. All geographical names which do not come under the 
preceding category must be changed into adjectives following 
the rules of Latin derivation and retain the exact spelling of 
the radical if this has not been used in Latin as : neo-batavus, 
islandicus, brasiliensis, canadensis. 

19. If from the radical of the geographical name two Latin 
adjectives have been derived as hispanus and hispanicus they. 
both cannot be used in the same genus. 

20. This rule also applies to common names as : fluviorurn, 
fluvialis, fluviatilis. 

21. In transforming into Latin adjectives the names derived 
from the various languages using the Latin alphabet such as 
the Neo-Latin and Germanic tongues, the original spelling is 
retained and likewise all diacritical marks as : spitzbergensis, 
islandicus, paraguayensis, patagonius, barbadensis, fdroensis. 
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22. Geographical names derived from names of persons are 
transformed into Latin adjectives according to rules 18 and 19 
as : edwardiensis, diemenensis, magellanicus. 

The name of islands such as St. Paul, St. Thomas, St. Helena, 
can retain their noun form but must then take the genitive 
ending as : sandi-pauli, sandsc-helense. 

IV. Writing op Generic and Specific Names. 

23. The generic name must be written with a capital letter. 

24. The specific name takes either ac apital 1 or a small letter 
in conformity with the rules of spelling as : viridis, magnus, 
Cuvieri, Caesar. 

25. The author of a species is he who : 

(a) First describes and names the same according «to 
Section I. 

(b) According to the same section names a species already 
described but still unnamed. 

(c) Substitutes for a name not agreeing with Section I a 
name agreeing with said section. 

(d) Substitutes for a specific name used twice a new name. 
The name of the author of a species follows the specific 

name and is written in the same characters as the text ; if the 
text is Roman, the name of the species is in italics and vice 
versa as : La Rana esculenta Linne vit en France. 

26. When the name of the author of a species or a sub- 
species is cited and abbreviated, the list of abbreviations pro- 
posed by the Zoological Museum of Berlin must be used. 

V. Division and Consolidation op Species. 

27. When a genus is sub-divided the old name must be 
retained in the sub-division which contains the original type. 

28. When the original type is not clearly specified the 
author who first sub-divides the genus can apply the old name 

x The rule of the American Naturalist is invariably to begin the specific name 
with a small letter. Otherwise there can be no uniformity. According to the rules 
of English capitalization we would write Cardium cor and Cervus Canadensis ; the 
Germans would write Cardium Cor and Cervus canadensis. — Ed. Am. Nat. 
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to whatever sub-division he may select and this application 
cannot be changed subsequently. 

29. The division of species is subject to the two preceding- 
rules. 

30. If in consequence of the division of a genus, a species is 
put into one of the divisions of the primary genus, the name 
of the author of the species must follow the specific name. 
Several notations are in use which we insert below in the 
order of their merits, taking as an illustration the old Hirudo 
muricata Linne, 1761, placed in the new genus Pontobdella by 
Leach in 1 815 : . 

1. Pontobdella muricata Linne. 

2. P. muricata (Linne). 

3. P. muricata Linne (sub Hirudo. 

4. P. muricata (Linne) Leach. 

5. P. muricata Leach ex Linne. 

31. A genus formed by consolidation of several old ones 
takes the name of the oldest of them. 

32. This rule applies when several species are consolidated 
into one. 

33. When, in consequence of consolidation of two genera, 
two organisms, having the same specific name, are found in the 
same genus, the most recent receives a new name. 

VI. Family Names. 

34. Family names are formed by adding the ending idee to 
the radical of the genus serving as type. The sub-divisions of 
the family are named by adding the ending inx to the name 
of the genus serving as type. 

VII. Law of Priority. 

35. The name originally given to each genus and species is 
permanent, provided : 

(a) The name has been announced in a publication in which 
it has been distinctly and sufficiently defined. 

(b) The author has properly applied the rules of binary 
nomenclature. — E. M. Museum, Princeton, New Jersey, Nov. 
14th, 1891. 



